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o C, tertbutylamine (2.1 ml, 20 mmol) was added and the mixture was stirred for 1 hour. The mixture was washed with dilute aqueous NaHCO 3 , with water and once with brine, then dried (Na 2 SO 4 ). After removal of the solvent, the residue was crystallized from petroleum ether (bp-40- 
b) N-tert-Butyl-(4,7-dimethyl-[1,4,7]triazanon-1-yl)acetamide. This reaction
was performed under aerobic conditions. To a solution of crude 4,7-dimethyl-1,4,7-triazacyclononane (1.54 g, 9.8 mmol) in acetonitrile (10 mL) was added N-tertbutylchloroacetamide (1.49 g, 10 mmol) and 10 mg of sodium iodide. The mixture was refluxed for 1 hour, then poured into a mixture of water (100 ml) and 1 ml of concentrated hydrochloric acid. This was washed trice with ether. To the aqueous layer was added an aqueous solution of potassium hydroxide (2 g) and this was extracted with dichloromethane. After drying (Na 2 SO 4 ) and removal of the solvent 1.72 g (6.7 mmol, 67%) of the crude product was obtained. -tert-butyl-(4,7-dimethyl-[1,4,7] triazanon-1-yl)acetamide (0.185 g, 0.7 mmol) in 7.5 ml of diglyme was added lithium aluminium hydride (0.30 g, 8 mmol). The mixture was refluxed for 3 hours, then cooled. Water (1.2 ml) was slowly added with cooling (internal temperature kept around 20 o C). The mixture was stirred until its color was white. After this point the work-up was continued under areobic conditions. Na 2 SO 4 (10 g) was added and after 15 minutes the solids were removed and washed with ether.
The combined filtrates were concentrated, first using a rotary evaporator, and then a -tert-butyl-(4,7-diisopropyl-[1,4,7] triazanon-1-yl)acetamide (0.19 g, 0.6 mmol) in 10 mL of dimethoxyethane (DME) was added lithium aluminium hydride (0.5 g, 12.5 mmol). After reflux for 100 hours and workup (see above) 0.17 g (0.54 mmol, 90 %) of crude 1 was obtained (containing 10% of the acetamide starting material). 
